
Ap iraft Program.
*%ot Air,Craft.
How Many Great Men?
AguinaMo and Washington.
By ARTHUR BRISBANE.

(Ow»yrl«fct. 1»>«)
Did you read carefully the re

port of the Congressional commit¬
tee inveatifating the apending and
stealing of money in connection
with the bq-called "aircraft" pro¬
gram of the United States Gov¬
ernment T
Can you imagine anything more

discouraging for thoae that hope
to toe democratic government es¬

tablished finally on an honest
basis?

The Secretary of War chose
some of the richest citiaena of the
Unitad States to spend the money
contributed by all the people of
the United States for the coun¬

try's defense.
Perhaps he thought that because

they were rich they would be hon¬
est, being able to afford it.
The Gwernment spent for flying

machines a billion and a quarter,
and all it actually got was 218
"clumsy, utterly dangerous" ma¬
chines made by the Government,
and 627 machines bought from the
Allies. At $20,000 apiece, more
than it cost to make them, these
machines should have coat less
than fifteen million dollars,
which lfcaves more than one thou¬
sand two hundred million* unac¬

counted for.
A few of the thousand millions

are accounted for. Some worth-
leas machinea were built by igno¬
ramuses, in one case with as man)
aa a thousand chancres in the
plans. These machines were

scrapped.¦A highly honorable gentleman,
extracted from Wall Street to
help his country in time of war,
is said by the Congressional com¬
mittee to have built a railroad
useful to another railroad in which
he is a high official.

A second patriot is said to have
/Squandered thirty millions.

Just how much was actually
stolen nobody will know. la It
nobody's business to find out? Is
there no one in the Government
to take action when a' Congres¬
sional committee publicity accuses
men whom it names of squander¬
ing. appropriating to their own in¬
terests, or stealing more than one
thousand millions of public money?
When the first appropriation for

flying machines was made in Con-
Kress, this writer printed a para¬
graph in The Washington Times
as follows:

"Six hundred millions for flying
machines. How mnch of it for
graft?"

Indignation was expmiaed that
such baae suspicion shbuld exist.
It turns out that the whole six
hundred millions were for graft,
and that wasn't enough. Six hun¬
dred other millions were added
to it.
Men are shot In war for going to.

sleep, neglecting the intereat of
their country. Wooldnt it be
Justice If a few were shot for re¬

maining wide awake, robbing their
country, sending across the ocean

flying machines that endangered
lives and destroyed lives, and mak¬
ing a joke of the efficiency and'
honesty of so-called representative
citizens?
Next Sunday the world will cele¬

brate the birthday of George Wash¬
ington.

It is cheerful to remember in
these days pf Wall Street patriots
and thieves that the United States
has had men that would not steal,
no matter how tempting the op¬
portunity. It is pleasfcg, also, for
the comfort of many no"»st rich
men that live In the United States
today to remember that Washing¬
ton was the richest man in the
United States. This did not inspire
him with any desire to rob his
country and get more money.'

How many really great men are .

there in history? Who can men¬

tion twenty - four, aside from
science, art and literature, whose
names will live « thousand years
hence ?

Take out the fighters who dis¬
tinguished themselves by killing
other men or whose saemafal
wars forced knowledge on ignorajht
peoples and it is difficult tftfatne
one dozen.

Washington undoubtedy will live
, not merely for what he did, eitah-
lishing that which, in numbers
and wealth -at least, is the great-

< est countrv in the world. He will
live for what he himself was.

Public inability to estimate
rreatness, when close by, is illus¬
trated in this fact:
Twenty years ago, with the

Spanish War still interesting us,
there were newspapers of the
would-be "better sort" actually
comparing Washington with a

certain Aguinaldo.
Today the average youthful per¬

son asks who Aguinaldo was. It
seems hard to think that a half
Chinese little gentleman, alleged
to be on the Spanish payroll in
addition to being a Filipino patriot,
should be compared to Waahing-
ton.

However, about a year ago hun¬
dreds of newspapers in thtf Unit¬
ed Statee were comparing cer¬
tain statesmen of our time with
Wsshington and Lincoln, some-
'imos putting Washington second
.tnd Lincoln third in the patriotic
>rinlty.
Time irons things eat
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Shipping Board Now Convinced Its Policy Has Been Wrong, Stevens Tells Senators

Justice Bailey's Decision Forbidding Sale of Merchant Fleet
"At the hearing of the application for the issuance of

a temporary injunction, counsel for the defendant waived
for the purposes of such application, all question of the
right in the plaintiff to bring this suit; and the sole ques¬
tion submitted to the court for decision is the legal one,

whether the defendants are authorized by law to sell the
ships described in the bill.

"After a careful examination of the statutes, I am of

the opinion that they do not show an intention on the part
of Congress to place in the President, or in any of his ap¬
pointees or subordinate agencies or in these defendants
the power to sell these ships, and that no such power has
been granted by Congress.

"An injunction as prayed in the bill will issue pen¬
dente lite.

"I should be glad to have suggestions from counsel as

to the penalty of the injunction bond."

U. S. ADRIATIC
REPLYfADY

President Completes Draft and
Gives It to Polk for

Transmission.

Wilson's Threat To
Allies.

"The President woald take
jilto aerioHs eoniWmtiai the
withdrawal of America fram the
Treaty of YeraaHtaa and fro*
the treaty between the United
States and Franee.*.From Parit
newspapers' account of the
Adriatic crisis.

President Wilson today completed
his reply to the Supreme Council's
note in the dispute over the Adriatic
settlement, and placed it In the hands
of Acting Secretary of State Polk
for transmission to Europe.
The President's answer* is under¬

stood t«f be brief and to the point.
He started work on ft this morning,
dictating it to a stenographer, and
the completed document was taken
to the State Department shortly be¬
fore noon, it was learned at the
White House.

Handled Reply By Himself.
Wilson handled the reply entirely

without outside advice, so far aa could
be aacertalned. The apeed with which
he formulated it recalled the rapidity
of exchange of notea preceding the ar¬

mistice. The supreme councll'a com¬

munication. which Is understood to
have Invited auggeatlona for the
Prealdent on aettlement of the Flume
problem, was delivered to him only
laat evening.
The Prealdent, It waa reported, had

decided not to make public the corre-

apondence between himaelf and tha
supreme council until after the Adri¬
atic aituation has been satisfactorily
adjusted.
President Wllaon'a original note. It

waa aaid, waa dictated by him and
tranamitted through Secretary Lan-
aing. The latter had nothing to (lo
with It, beyond reading It before It
waa put on the cables. The Adriatic
aituation had no relation to the Wil-
«on-L.ana|ng clash, officials said.
The allied reply to Wllaon'a origi¬

nal proteat against the propoard aet¬
tlement It la underatood. Invited sug-
geationa from the Prealdent, while at
the aame time It aought to justify the
ateps already taken in the aituation.
The ultimatum to the Jugo-fllavs. or¬
dering them to accopt the propoaed
settlement has been held up becausa
of Prealdent Wllaon'a proteat, It waa
learned.

May Make N*«es MMIf.
The United States has cabled the

allied governmenta asking Whether
the correspondence between Preal¬
dent Wilson and the supreme eouncll
may be made public. Meanwhile, it
la being withheld.

Belle! here is that Italy la ready to
accept a compromise The last-min-
ute interference of Prealdent Wllaon
in this Instance angered Italy, ac¬
cording to co.nment from Italian
newspapers received here, but It Is
predicted that the Home government
will see II la better to take what It
can get peacefully than have the final
aettlement delayed Indefinitely.

CHARLESTON HOSPITAL
DAMAGED BY BLAZE

CHARI.F.HTON, S C. Feb. IB.Fire
early today destroyed the mess hail
and galley of the naval hospital hero.
For a time the flames threatened lo
spread to the entire hospital end bed¬
ridden patients were removed.

. The fire originated in the galley
from a defective stove. It la believed.

Board of Education
Votes Seven to One
For Ousting Thurston
By a vote of seven to one, Dr. Abram Simon dissent¬

ing, the Board of Education, in a special meeting held at
noon today, decided to notify Ernest L. Thurston, superin¬
tendent of schools, that his services with the public school
svstem would not be reauired or desired after June 30 next

Reason t
The Board's return for tlie action

follow:
Mr. Thurston is not an able admin¬

istrator.
He la reluctant to take full re¬

sponsibility.
Differences between the superin-

dent and the Board have reached Ui«
point where they i-fcnnof effectively
work together.
A committee composed of Dr. John

Van Schaick, president; Charles P.
Neill, and Mrs. C. F. Cook, wai
named to seek a successor to- th«
present superintendent.
Fountain Peyton, colored membet

of thto board, was not preeent, and
was the only member of the board
who did not vote. He is said to favor
retaining: Mr. Thurston.
The following resolution was adopt¬

ed at the meeting: .

"Reaohred. That the best interests
of the public schools of the District
of Columbia call for the election of a
successor to Krnest L. Thurston as
Superintendent of Schools, said elec¬
tion to be effective at the close of the
present term.
"Resolved. That Superintendent

Thurston be not reappointed at tho
close of his present term, and that h»
be so advised by the secretary of
board.

Tsin by Telegraph.
Dr. H. C. Learned, member of the

board, now lecturing in Stanford Uni¬
versity, voted by telegraph. The tel¬
egram, which wan put officially Into
the record of the meeting, follows:

"I could not vote for Thurston an¬
other term under any condition. My
mind made up last June. Wood case
and Bruce situation largely his re¬
sponsibility. Convinced that we ran
and must obtain better administrator.
No ill will toward Thurston, but re¬
gard him as impossible in situation."

«
Trackers Bark Thninte*.

Teachers in the public schools favor
Mr. Thurston as superintendent, ano
look upon the action of the Roard of
Iiducation with disapproval. This
was the Indication today after a
canvass had been made of officers of
the several unions and associations
In the schools to determine Just how
Mr. Thurston is looked upon by the
fscultles.
There is little. If any, likelihood of

the organizations taking any formnl
action, either to approve or dlssp-
prove Mr. Thurston ns superintendent
of the local public school system.
No union or association has ever

hone on record as opposed to Mr.
Thurston. It was stated today that
the superintendent had always shown
a willingness to co-operate with the
teachers In every way possible.
Miss Adelaide Davis, president of

the Qrade School Principals' Assoc'a-
tlon, said today that, In her opinion,
every member of that association
stood behind Mr. Thurston. She add¬
ed that it appears to be the consen¬
sus of opinion that Mr. Thurston Is
the only mpn who could hand'e the
Job properly at this time. This asso¬
ciation went on record several years
ngo as favoring Mr. Thurston
George W. Ross, president of the

$50,000,000 COST
TO ENFORCE DRY
LAW, ESTIMATE

It is conservatively estimated
that it may cost t*ie Govern¬
ment as much as $60,000,000 to
enforce national prohibition.
Senator Warren, Chairman of
the Senate Appropriations Com¬
mittee. declared In the Senate
this afternoon.

or Action.
High School Teachers'
would make no comment, other than
to state that his
never been opposed to Mr. Thurst a
Miss Alice Deal. pr««Ment of the

High School Teacher# Y"t of thtMlaa Maude Alton. PW»«de"*
Ora.de School Teach«^ ^on. ,t
today that netthsr 7h. «t55Tgone on record aa oppoaln* tha p»r>

I ent superintendent.
vduca-Some time ago the BAmrd of Educa

ttno formulated a plan of rBor®*"1"
tlon for the public "^hool
Thla Plan was made public and the
teachers seemed to oppose It. Dr. \ an
Schalclc called a general njeetlng 01
all the Uiachera at the Central
School to explain thla
the teachera gathered he
them. Hl« addreaa apparently did not
meet with the approval of the
teachera.

. _ , , .After Dr. Van Schalck bad finished
hla addreaa, Mr. Thuraton waa called
upon to apeak The auperlntendent
wai< not a bit backward In telling the
teachors that he waa vigorously op-
poaed to the Board of Education a re¬
organization plan. Upon thla an-
nounriment there were aeveral rounds

I of tppUuM Indicating th® teachers
were behind tho auperlntendent on
hla atand In thla matter. This has
happened on aeveral other occaalona.

Sensations ExperteA.
The Bruce ease, the High School

Teachera' Union, and the High School
Teachera* Association, and the Grade
School Teachera' Union purbably will
be injected Into the lateat achool con¬
troversy. following th3 ^lettci from
Dr Van Schalck to Thurston telling
the auperlntendent that he would not
be re-elected head of the schools
when hla term expires in June.
Of late members of the Board of

Education have been making a prac¬
tice of holding "informal confer¬
ences" to discus* the school situation.
It was at one of theae informal
conferences that it was decided to
inform Mr. Thurston that he had oct-
ter look for another Job. These con*
ferencea aeem to be one method of
getting around the law, which pro¬
vides that all meetings of the Board
of Education shall be held publicly.
The practice in the past has been to
discus matters afTecting the public
In the secret conference preceding
the public meeting. By doing this the
board has an opportunity to decide
not to discuss matters openly which
it doea not wish the public to learn

Sensational revelations of methods
of the Board of Education may be
made as a result of the board s action
in sending to Ernest L. Thurston,
superintendent of schools, a "curt
note which in effect Informed the su¬
perintendent he waa not wanted In
the District public school system.

Tkaratoi to Bring Expose.
"I'll have something to predict at

the next board meeting.yes, and
probably at the one following that"
.-was the statement made by the su¬
perintendent this morning.
Superintendent Thurston admitted

today that the action of the board
.came unexpectedly. He said he had
no intimation whatever of any such
action, and added he would see thst
the public learned the truth about the
¦ntlre situation.
New candidates for the Job will be¬

gin to loom tip In a few days. Among
these who are expected to bo promi¬
nent candidates for the superlntend-
ency are Stephen E. Kramer, asslst-
.nt superintendent of schools, and
Emory Wllaon, principal of Central
High School.
The Board of Education may seek

a man outslds of the school system,
but this la hardly considered likely.

Decision to notify Mr. Thurston
that the majority members of th«
board did not favor hla re-electl-iiynext June was made at an "informal
conference" held In the home of D.
Van Schalck la»t Monday night. A
this meeting the member* of th
board present drew up a letter whir
was delivered to suprlntsndeftt Thur»1
(Continued on l*age 21. Column 4.)

Letter Outlining Organizations'
Stand to Go to President

From Gompers.

Labor today decided to fight the
Esch-Cummina bill which provides
for regulation of the railroads after
their return to their owners March
1.
Whil*, this decision was being

reached »C American Federation of
Lohor h<*ftfi(|aarterF' here today, "«.*»
road executives were meeting with
Rail Director Hines to diacuss wages
and other problems connected with
return of the roads.

Gompers to Write Wilson.
I.abor'a opposition to the rallroao

bill will be sat forth, according to
present plana. In a letter to President
Wilson, signed by Samuel Oompera,
prealdent of the American Federation
of Labor.
This communication was being

framed today at a meeting attended
by Gompera, B. M. Jewell, head of the
federation'* railway department, and
officials of the big railway unlona.
The letter Itself or a separaU

statement of labor'a attitude may be
made public late today.

Marshal Far Battle.
Following publication of the letter,

labor leaders aay they will marshal
their friends In Congress for a battle
on the bill which is to come up In
the House Saturday and In the Senate
next week. Sixteen members of the
Mouse are former labor union men.
and others are known to be against
the Esoh-Cummlnn measure.

I<at>or leaders today called the bill
a "hodge-podge" despite the fact that
it sets up tribunals for wage dis¬
putes minus any compulsory feature.
One clause, however, provides for
Introduction of wage disputes before
these tribunals through petition hy
100 "unorganised" employes. This,
leaders . say. Is a discrimination
against organised labor.

Behind the decision to flght the
Esch-Cummlns bill stands labor'a de¬
sire for a two-year extension of Gov
ernment control. Whether Oompers
and railroad union heads still have
hopes of accomplishing this in un¬
known.
They made known today, however,

that they will carry their flght against
the Esch-Cummlns bill to the Presi¬
dent, seeking to have him veto It.
If It la passed by Corgress.
The meeting of railroad executives

with Hlnea today was taken as an
indication that Wilson has no pres¬
ent Intention of changing his mind
about the return of the roads.

MARTIAL LAW DECREED
IN THE SAAR DISTRICT

LONDON. Feb. 19..Martial 'aw ha*
been declAred in the Saar district of
Germany, as a result of new disturb¬
ances that have broken out there,
said an Exchange Telegraph dispatch
from Amsterdam today.

WILSON SOON TOGET
BACK TO TYPEWRITER

President Wilson is expected soon
to get back to work on his type¬
writer, according to Pr. Grayson. The
president's dally routine now includes
sn hour at his desk In his study be¬
fore his two-hour "airing' 'in the
grounds of the White House.

EDWARDS PETITION FILED.
LINCOLN. Neb., Feb 1» A partial

voters' petition to place the name of
Gov. Edward I. Edwards of New Jer¬
sey on the April 20 Democratic Presi¬
dential preference ballot wa* filed
with the secretary of state.

f petition lacked the required
i ib<S of signatures. It will be held
B ihe t«-cretary's office, and If suffl-
J,-it iillltlonsi signatures are re-
«t ed Oovernor Edwards' nam* will

'h< fi b n'tted to the voters.

CALLS MARINE
Not An American on Board/

Shipping Expert Tells
Senate Probers.

John D. York, of Chicago, former
dollar-a-year expert with the Ship¬
ping Board during the war. directly
repudiated the declaration of Chair¬
man John Barton Payne that the In¬
ternational Mercantile Marine, prin¬
cipal bidder for the «*-a«rman ship*.

"J*) p-r eent Atwrl'tn cour^ni,-
when he took the stand this morm-

ing before the Commerce Commltee.
"There la not an AmerlqM*'On the

I. M. M. board," he told life .ootnmlt-
tee.
Mr. York ftrther charred that the

International Mercantile Marine of¬
fered the Shipping Board >£0 a ton
for ltd finest German ships. Including
the Leviathan, while It was paying
1100 a ton In British water for ordi¬
nary tramp steamers.

Says Chairman Is Britem.
"The chairman of the board of the

I. M. M. Company Is Harold A. San¬
derson, a British subject, resident of
London," Mr. York declared. "The
president Is P. A. 8. Franklin, a cit¬
izen of New York. The finance com¬
mittee includes Mr. Sanderson, of
London; J. P. Morgan, CHarlea Steele,
Mr. Morgan's partner, and K. C. Gren-
fell. Mr. Morgan's l,ondon partner,
another British subject and a resi¬
dent of London.
"The most valuable asset of the I.

M. M. are the line steamers of the
White Star line, every share of whose
stock is deposited In the treasury
of the I. M. M.. the so-called Ameri¬
can holding company; but the ex¬
ecutive committee, in absolute control
>f the opera' 'one of this company
is Harold Sn..ierson, chairman and
nanaging director; E. <\ Grenfell,
president, Moijran's Ix>ndon partner;
l.>ord Plrrie, and Alexander Kerr, all
four being British subjects. There
Is not an American on the board."
In substsntlatlng the claim that

the German ships. If sold to the
international Mercantile Marine
would revert to the British flag, Mr.
York called the attention of the com¬
mittee to a stringent agreement In
the laws of the corporation entered
nto when It absorbed certain Amer¬
ican lines.

Maa< Kty British HIa*.
The clause reads:
"The British vessels shall remain

Crltlsh, not merely nominally, but In
reality. A majority of the directors
of the Kngllsh subsidiary companies
shall always be of British nations Ity
the vessel shall fly the British flag,
their officers shall be British anl a
reasonable portion of their crew shall
be drawn from the same nation."
By this agreement, binding for

twenty years and renewable for flv«
years more between the British g
ernment and the new company,
York declared the "British
ties safeguarded the mainte
their maritime supremacy."

Mr. York said, rh a rep

(Continued on Page 2,

Keeping Up
The T

A FACT
Nrw Yo

evldenrc
prorprri
000 a

tionfl,
P

KRESS ALONE HAS
1 HER 10 SELL
SHIPS. MUSI ROLES

7
Justice Thomas J. Bailey, of the District Supreme

Court, today granted a temporary injunction in the suit of
William Randolph Hearst against the Shipping Board and
its officers, enjoining them from selling at auction thirty
[German ships, taken by the United States during the war.

Counsel for plaintiff and defendants in all probability
will confer with Justice Bailey tomorrow about fixing the

[bond to be given by Mr. Hearst. The date for the hearing
to make the injunction permanent probably will be also set
tomorrow.

"The decision was no surprise," counsel for Mr. Hearst
said after the court had rendered its verdict "The suit was
well founded and we were cetain of our position," they said.

"The judge declared the law as the law clearly is. Con¬
gress never'authorized the sale of enemy alien ships. The
President never authorized the sale of enemy alien ships.
What Congress and the President did was to authorize the
sale of domestic ships."

Congress Alone Can Sell Ships.
Justice Bailey, referring to the question of

said: "After a careful examination of the statut
the opinion that they do not show an intention

| of Congress to place in the President or in
appointees oi* in the defendants the power
ships, and that no such power has been granl
gress."

.Continuing, Justice Bailey said: "At the h<
the application for the issuance of a temporary ii
counsel for the defendants waived for the pui
application all question to the righf in the plaintil
this suit, and the whole question submitted to thj
decision is the legal one whether the defendants
ized by law to sell the ships described in the bj

"I should be glad to have suggestions fro^
to the penalty of the injunction bond," he conf

Decision Comes as Surprise.
' The decision was not expected until tomj

came as a surprise to counsel for both sideM
Bailey announced it today. Court attaches!
handing down today by saying that the coi

">tould hand down a decision by Friday,^
[Bailey meant he would decide
that day, at the latest.

Neither counsel for Mr.
were in court when the deci
be served with papers sh<
afternoon.

The papers in the si

William A DcFord, Jop
Missouri, and the firm
Hearst, last Friday.

Apj
An appeal from

injunction proceeding
the


